
   

 

FRIENDS OF HAGERMAN NWR 

FEATHERLESS FLYER 
MARCH, 2021 

VOLUME 16, ISSUE 3   

Refuge Update:   Texoma Water Level: www.laketexoma.com/level  

Feral Hog Hunt March 5-7 and 19-21.  The Following areas will be closed: Goode, Mey-
ers, Big Mineral, Sandy, Godwin, and southeast Harris Creek Unit.  Harris Creek Trail will 
remain open. See Map and Info       

Like to mow? Paint? Work outside? Paul Balkenbush, 
Deputy Refuge Manager of Hagerman NWR, has a 
long list of projects that can safely be done by volun-

teers with Covid protocols in place.  

Here is Paul’s To Do List: 

➢   Sign data collection using an iPad data collector.  I 
have some remote sites that have not been surveyed and 
could plug someone into this activity. 

➢   Boundary sign assessment, replacement, and limb trim-
ming for visibility 

➢   General maintenance of refuge signs including clean-
ing, post staining, limb trimming, and straightening 

(Continued on page 6) 

Volunteers Needed for Projects at Hagerman NWR 

 

Second Saturday: Birding By Ear  

 

Online, March 13, 2021 via ZOOM, 10:00 to 11:30 AM   

 Birds can be hard to find, especially when the trees start leafing out in the spring. However, the birds 
become very vocal during the breeding season, so if you can recognize the sounds you hear, it will give 
you a hint where to look for that singing bird. This month’s program will teach ways to learn bird songs, 
emphasizing common local birds so you can get a head start on finding those pesky lurkers.  This time 
around, we will work on the non-passerines, the so called non-song birds. 
 Wayne Meyer is Associate Professor of Biology at Austin College, where he has been teaching for 27 

years. He started birding at  the age of 13 in Connecticut. In 1993 he finally achieved his life’s dream of 

being paid to look at birds when he joined the faculty of Austin College. He has birded both coasts of the 

U.S. extensively and has spent a quarter century birding in Texas and Oklahoma. The proximity of Austin 

College to Hagerman NWR has made research on prairie birds easy and convenient and he has been 

studying song learning and singing in Painted Buntings for over a decade. Meyer is also a much sought-

after speaker for Master Naturalist and Friends of Hagerman NWR programs. 

Easy Zoom Instructions:  

1. Click here to register   

2. You will receive a confirmation email  

 

 

3. Download the APP  “ZOOM Cloud Meetings” 

4. Use the link in the emailed confirmation message 

to open the meeting on March 13th, at 10:00 AM  

http://www.friendsofhagerman.com
http://www.friendsofhagerman.com
http://www.friendsofhagerman.com/
https://www.swt-wc.usace.army.mil/DENI.lakepage.html?fbclid=IwAR0_8BGMk3nc0MZpsJET1AmNT-zWC3I6GdRH4nDVffbmSPFqZPCSyxHR0ag
https://friendsofhagermannwr43.wildapricot.org/resources/Documents/TEMP/2021%20Hagerman%20NWR%20-%20Feral%20Hog%20Tear%20Sheet%20-%202021.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUsdempqjwoHtWTu2yP00Getq_7lZSwGdHt
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 Bluebird Monitoring Season Begins  

 Very soon, Adopt-A-Nestbox participants at Hagerman NWR will begin 

learning whether their adopted nestboxes have been chosen by refuge birds 

for spring and summer nesting.  The Adopt-A-Nestbox program has been on-

going at Hagerman NWR for seven years, with proceeds benefitting projects 

of Friends of Hagerman.   While nesters may include any of the cavity nesters 

common to the refuge, including Eastern Bluebirds, Chickadees, Carolina 

Wrens, Titmice, and the occasional Prothonatory Warbler, the nestboxes 

available for Adopt-A-Nestbox participants have been chosen because of their 

history of attracting Eastern Bluebirds.  The twenty boxes adopted for the 

2021 season are located along Harris Creek and Raasch trails.   

 Adoptees receive a weekly report of nesting and fledge activity, accom-

panied by pictures of the activity inside the nestbox.  Volunteers are trained to 

monitor bird activity without disrupting nesting.  This season, a total of 20 box-

es will be monitored weekly beginning in March and ending in August.  The 

volunteer team collects nesting data that is submitted to the Nestwatch data-

base operated by Cornell Lab of Ornithology, for use in their research.  Typi-

cally, Eastern Bluebirds lay 4-5 eggs during each nesting cycle, with 3-4 

fledges.  Two or three nesting cycles occur per box each season.  During 

2020, a total of 130 bluebirds fledged from nearly 50 monitored nestboxes. 

 Both nestbox volunteers and adopters alike share in the excitement of 

finding new eggs and watching them hatch and fledge.   Eleven-year-old  

Xander said, “I really like that the refuge made boxes for the birds to give 

them a place to stay while they were young.”  Sisters Abby and Erica both 

enjoyed seeing the “tiny funny looking birds” and naming “their” birds, and 8-

year-old Chloe remembers a fun walk where she “discovered” her box. 

 Unfortunately, Winter Storm Uri was devastating for the Eastern Blue-

birds.  As many as 13 bluebirds huddled together in the same nestbox and 

still succumbed to the cold.  As a result, this season is expected to have fewer 

successful nests as last year, and the Eastern Bluebirds need all the help 

they can get. 

 If you find nestboxes while hiking the refuge trails, be sure to avoid dis-

turbing nesting activity and consider “adopting” a nestbox when they go on 

sale December 1st for next season, or consider serving as a nestbox volun-

teer to experience the nesting process up close! 

Male Eastern Bluebird  

by Randall Patterson 

Volunteer monitors take pictures of 

the inside of nestboxes.  Many 

species benefit from the placement 

of nestboxes along the hiking trails. 

 Below:  

Female Eastern Bluebird  

by Randall Patterson 
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     by Cindy Steele 

 

 Welcome to our first installment of Puddle’s Craft Corner!  

Have you missed bringing the kids out to Hagerman for a fun 

nature activity?  We sure have missed seeing all the excited fac-

es ready to learn about nature and have a great time!  Since we 

haven’t been able to host any activities at the refuge due to the 

pandemic, we want to give you some monthly ideas for nature 

activities that can mostly be done with items found around the 

house and outside in nature.  And, it just might get them excited 

about nature and learn a little bit, too.   

 The blue goose is the symbol of the National Wildlife Ref-

uge System.  It has been used on refuge boundary markers, entrance signs, brochures, and exhibits 

since 1936.  Puddles, the Blue Goose, is the official mascot of the refuge system and Puddles loves to 

make appearances at special events, festivals, and refuge programs, especially when kids and fun activi-

ties are involved!  Puddles’ love for doing crafts and activities with kids makes him a perfect host for this 

newsletter feature.  So, as Puddles would say, “Let’s get started!” 

 It’s March and now is the perfect time to help out our birds as they wait for spring.  Your local wild 

birds will surely thank you for taking the time to make a bird feeder especially for them. It’s a simple craft 

that is easy and fun for kids of all ages, especially preschoolers.   

 Although there are tons of different beautiful store-bought bird feeders, it is more exciting for kids to 

make their own and find that special tree to hang it on.  Their excitement continues as they watch to see 

when the birds will discover their treat: the kids will love trying to identify the different birds. 

(Continued on page 4) 

Puddles Craft Corner 

The Friends of Hagerman NWR Virtual Annual Meeting 

 
March 21 at 1:30 PM on ZOOM 
Members of the Friends of Hagerman, as well as anyone interested in the organization, is invited to the 
annual meeting. Hear reports for 2020 accomplishments and elect directors. 

Easy Zoom Instructions:  

1. Click here to register   

2. You will receive a confirmation email  

 

 

3. Download the APP  “ZOOM Cloud Meetings” 

4. Use the link in the emailed confirmation message 

to open the meeting on March 21th, at 1:30 PM  

Volunteers Needed to help with Butterfly Garden 

 
Love to work in the garden?  Come and help us by 

adding plants, pulling weeds and mulching our beau-

tiful Butterfly Garden. Join our team that is on call for 

Wednesday morning gardening.  Provide your own 

tools and gloves. Minimum age 18, or 16 if accompa-

nied by parent/volunteer.  Garden volunteers get first 

dibs on thinned plants as well as access to seeds 

and cuttings for propagation.  Email for dates, times 

and details: friendsofhagerman@gmail.com  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZItc-irrDkqEtBXk5jXvp1u86rCAd19Gdzp
mailto:friendsofhagerman@gmail.com
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Ice Cream Cone Bird Feeder  

Materials 

1 Sugar Cone 

1 Cup Bird Seed 

1/4 Cup Peanut Butter  (I used 100% natural peanut butter) 

1 Chenille Stem 

Table Knife 

 

Instructions 

(Continued from page 3) 

1. Gather all of your supplies 

 

2. Cut the tip off an ice cream cone with your fin-

gers or a knife. Next, make a large knot on one 

end of your chenille stem.  Thread the chenille 

stem through the hole in the tip and tie a loop at 

the top end so you can hang your bird feeder on 

a limb.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Cover the outside of the cone in peanut butter  

 

4. Roll the cone around in bird seed until it is com-

pletely covered. Use your hands to add bird seed 

to gaps or uncovered areas. 

5. Your bird feeder is complete and ready to hang 
outside for the birds! 

See you next month for another nature craft with Puddles! 
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Plant of the month: 

Horseherb, Straggler Daisy 

 

Asteraceae (Aster Family)        By Donna Rogers 

 Horseherb (Calyptocarpus vialis), sometimes 

known as straggler daisy, is a member of the aster 

family.  This Texas native plant is one that can be ei-

ther loved or hated.  If considered a pest, a lot of time 

can be spent trying to get rid of it, but it can also be a 

welcomed shade-tolerant groundcover that can with-

stand some foot traffic.  

 Horseherb is a semi-evergreen perennial herb that 

grows six to eight inches high.  It forms a dense mat 

and produces a tiny yellow flower that blooms general-

ly March through November, or most of the year, ex-

cept in cold winter areas. Because it is dormant in cold 

winters, mix with cool-season spring annuals and ev-

ergreens for continuous color. Horseherb is native to 

the five southern coastal states (TX, LA, MS, AL, FL) 

and on into Central America.   

 Thriving in sun or shade, its tiny, yellow daisy 

flowers add just a touch of color to shady areas and 

attract small butterflies like sulfurs and skippers. Tiny 

lizards are also known to slither underneath the foli-

age.  It gained in popularity during the growth in inter-

est in native plants and is now occasionally available 

for sale at native plant nurseries.  I found it at Shades 

of Green in Frisco. It is, however, so easily propagated 

that you can grow it on your own without difficulty. 

 Horseherb prefers well-drained sand, loam, clay, 

or caliche soils but sometimes struggles with heavy 

fallen tree leaves that do not decompose quickly.  Its 

natural habitat is the woodlands, fields, and meadows. 

 Horseherb can be mowed approximately every 

four weeks, if desired, to keep it even and to clear 

away dead growth in areas where it goes dormant in 

the winter.  It can also be allowed to grow to its maxi-

mum height of about eight inches.  This plant thrives in 

shade, part-shade, or sun and is very drought tolerant.  

It may, however, need supplemental water to look its 

best in hot, full-sun areas during extended periods of 

heat.  

 If you are looking for groundcover for those shady, 

bare spots in your yard…give Horseherb a try!!! 
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Volunteer Opportunities 

➢  Painting gates at: 

o   Meadow Pond Trail 

o   Refuge Road north of low water crossing 

o   Goode Road at Refuge boundary 

o   Sandy Point Road 

o   Boundary at Green tract 

o   Keyes Road 

o   Bennett Lane leading into RF-11 agricultural field 

o   Nocona Unit 

➢  Painting H-braces at new Nocona Unit parking area 

➢  Washing and fueling refuge vehicles 

 

➢  Janitorial services in the shop, shop break room, and 
maintenance warehouse 

➢  Caulking and painting the FOH building and well 
house 

➢   Power washing exterior walls at the Visitor Center 
and maintenance shop 

➢   Cleaning windows at the maintenance shop 

➢   Folding brochures for stocking in brochure boxes 
and stocking brochure boxes 

➢   Staining of parking area delineation at Meyers Unit 
and Crow Hill trailhead 

➢   Trimming limbs along refuge trails 

For information about any of these opportu-
nities, please contact  
paul_balkenbush@fws.gov 

 Back to Page 1 

(Continued from page 1) 

Hagerman NWR Photo Club 

Meeting—Virtual via ZOOM 

 
March 20, 2021 01:00 PM Central Time (US and 
Canada) 
Have you tried photographing wildflowers and been 
disappointed with the results? Did you discover that 
seemingly small issues can very quickly ruin a pho-
tograph as well as your entire wildflower photog-
raphy experience? Carol Henrichs will show us how 
do you deal with ever-changing environmental con-
ditions. She will also discuss tips and tricks for ad-
dressing issues related to tools & equipment, sun, wind, and clouds.  
  
Carol Fox Henrichs is an interpretive nature photographer and photo artist. She considers this her encore 
career, which she began in earnest after retiring from Texas A&M University. Her published works have 
appeared in the North American Nature Photography’s annual publication and Ranch and Rural Maga-
zine and she has won numerous awards. Carol began her photography education in 2004, earned a Pro-
fessional Photography Diploma from the Photography Institute and successfully completed the Cameras, 
Exposure, and Photography program from Michigan State University. Ever the teacher, she leads work-
shops and prior to COVID, photo tours. 
Website: carolfoxhenrichs.com 
 
Registration is required, register in advance for this meeting: 

Click here to Register 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the meeting.  

mailto:paul_balkenbush@fws.gov?subject=Volunteer%20Opportunities
http://carolfoxhenrichs.com/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsdOirpz4oHtS2WXfaVx7tp_IlaUnYPIJu
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BIRDING WITH JACK 

Thank You , Jack Chiles 

Feb 9:  The upcoming days are going to be very dif-

ficult for our area birds and it seems that they 

sensed it as a lot of species, especially sparrows 

and allies were feeding frantically on the ground, 

many of the places we visited. I don't think I had ever 

seen as many Dark-eyed Juncos as we saw today. 

We saw them almost every place we went counting 

180 individuals which is probably quite a few less 

than we saw. A very interesting sighting was a Lark 

Sparrow which is a very early sighting for that spe-

cies. At one stop on the road to the Goode area we 

saw a Juniper covered with birds gorging on the ber-

ries including many American Robins, Yellow-

rumped Warblers, Cedar Waxwings and a Northern 

Mockingbird that did not look too pleased seeing its 

stash disappearing so rapidly. At Deaver Pond we 

found Lucy the female resident Bald Eagle sitting in 

a tree and then she flew down to a stump near the 

water peering into the water. There we also found 

the site faithful Red-headed Woodpecker and some 

Neotropic Cormorants. At Meadow Pond there were 

many American Coots and Gadwalls. There we also 

saw a lot of Yellow-rumped Warblers along the 

shore sallying out to hawk some kind of small in-

sects. We found a large flock of Eastern Bluebirds 

feeding in the borrow ditch on Bennett. There were 

not many white geese present. Duck numbers were 

good with more that 300 Gadwall, 190 Green-winged 

Teal, 122 Northern Pintail, 56 Northern Shovelers, 

62 Mallards, 5 American Wigeon, 6 Bufflehead, 21 

Ruddy Duck, 12 Ring-necked Duck and 2 Lesser 

Scaup. There were still a few shorebird species pre-

sent. We finished the day with 76 species.   

 

Feb 16th: Cancelled due to the winter storm 

 

Feb 23: The weather today was fantastic following a 

week of some of the coldest weather I remember. 

Last week was one of the few times we have missed 

doing the census in many years. Last week with the 

temperature hovering near 0 Degrees and no power 

or water in my home I decided not to leave the 

house. The lake at the refuge was completely frozen 

over and much of it was still frozen over today. It 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

Yellow-Rumped Warbler 

 

Yellow Rumped Warbler in Flight 

 
Neotropic Cormorants 
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Birding with Jack 

was comical to watch birds alight on the ice and slide 

around. This was the most ice I had ever seen on Lake 

Texoma. I expected most of the white geese to be gone 

today because it is getting late and in past years they 

would have already migrated. But that was not the 

case. There were at least 7,000 white geese still here. 

Duck numbers were still good and we found a Cinna-

mon Teal in Taylor Marsh. We counted 238 Green-

winged Teal, 100 Northern Pintail, 167 Gadwall and 71 

Lesser Scaup. Most of the scaup were at Sandy Point 

along with 16 Red-breasted Merganser. We also saw a 

Lesser Black-backed Gull and a Herring Gull along with 

a lot of Ring-billed Gull at Sandy Point. Lucy was at 

Deaver Pond. We found a Krider’s Red-tailed Hawk at 

the southeast corner of the refuge. We finished the day 

with 73 Species. Today's photo, Cinnamon Teal in Tay-

lor Marsh.  

 

March 2: Today was a beautiful March day for our cen-

sus, with clear skies and little wind. Surprisingly there 

are about 3500 white geese still present. There is some 

new growth on the wheat and they have been feeding 

in the fields near Wildlife Drive. The male Cinnamon 

Teal is still present and was feeding in Mineral Marsh 

near the dike. The lake level continues to drop and 

there are now lots of exposed sandbars and mudflats. 

Shorebirds that we were able to locate today included, 

Long-billed Dowitchers, Dunlins, American Golden-

Plovers, Greater Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers and 

many Killdeer. We saw the newest pair of Bald Eagles, 

that includes one with immature plumage, soaring over 

the road to Sandy Point. Once again we were not able 

to locate any Eastern Bluebirds, Eastern Phoebes or 

Yellow-rumped Warblers adding to our concerns of the 

mortality rate of certain species especially insect feed-

ers from the recent severe cold. We saw 21 hawks to-

day. The Red-headed Woodpecker that hangs out at 

Deaver Pond was present today. We saw several hun-

dred ducks today. We finished the day with 70 species 

which is pretty good for early March.   

(Continued from page 7)   

(Continued on page 9) 

Top photo: Cinnamon Teal in Taylor Marsh 

Middle: Spotted Towhee, Male  

Bottom: Immature Bald Eagle 
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Friends of Hagerman NWR Foundation 

6465 Refuge Road 
Sherman, TX 75092 

Phone: 903-786-2826 
 

friendsofhagerman@gmail.com 

http://friendsofhagerman.com 

www.facebook.com/FOHNWR 

 
Thank You To Our Contributors:  
Jack Chiles, Donna Rogers, Cindy Steele 
 
 
Refuge Manager: Kathy Whaley 
Deputy Refuge Manager: Paul Balkenbush 
 
Editor: Patricia Crain 

Click here to for detailed information about 

our volunteer opportunities or contact  

friendsofhagerman@gmail.com to learn how 

to join our team! 

Birding With Jack: Census Results for March 2nd 

Each Tuesday a team of expert birders, led by 

Jack Chiles, take a refuge Bird census by record-

ing the birds they encounter throughout the refuge.  

They report their findings to The Cornell Lab of Or-

nithology, for use in research. 

 

Visit eBird by clicking HERE  

to see the list of all the spe-

cies seen during the March 

2nd Bird Census. 
 

70 species were observed while traveling 37 miles 

through the refuge.  

Thank you:  Jack Chiles, Mike Petrick, and Chuck 

Carlson 

 

Right: Fox Sparrow 

Below: Western Meadowlark  

mailto:friendsofhagerman@gmail.com
http://www.friendsofhagerman.com
http://www.facebook.com/FOHNWR
https://www.friendsofhagerman.com/images/userfiles/file/20180101135257_6_volunteeropportunities123117.pdf
mailto:friendsofhagerman@gmail.com
https://ebird.org/checklist/S82641407

